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Press release: BOOK WORLD PRAGUE 2015
21st INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR AND LITERARY FESTIVAL 
venue: Palace of Industry, Prague Exhibition Grounds (Holešovice)
dates: 14th – 17th May 2015

Organizer: Svět knihy, s.r.o. [Book World Ltd.]
Professional guarantor: Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers
Patrons: Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic, 1st Vice-Chair of the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic, City of Prague Councillor Jan Wolf, Mayor of Prague 7 District 
Sponsors: Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Hall, Pavel Theiner
Partners: Czech Television, Czech Radio, Lidové noviny, Lidovky.cz, blog.IDNES.CZ, Knižní novinky, Prager Zeitung, Host, A2, Art & Antiques, Literární noviny, Radio 1, Newton Media; Czech Centres; NH Hotels, Auroton Computer, Graspo, Magnesia
Guest of honour –Egypt  
The guest of honour at this year’s fair is Egypt, which will introduce Czech readers to its cultural past and present under the motto ‘Discover Egypt after Two Revolutions’. The Egyptian delegation will comprise up to twenty writers and leading figures in the cultural life of the country. 
The Literary Diaspora and Czechs around the World
By this theme we wish to draw attention to Czechs who live/lived outside the Czech Republic and yet do/did not forget about their native land. Featured personalities – some of whom will appear in documentary films or audio recordings – will present their work and/or talk about their life and work outside their homeland. 
World Champion Books for Young Readers is a theme intended principally for parents and their children and teachers and their classes.  The programme includes exhibitions, author’s readings, presentation of the work of illustrators, and art workshops in the Books Champions’ Club and the Growing with the Book Theatre. We are cooperating on some of the theme’s events and exhibitions with professionals from the International Youth Library in Munich (White Ravens project), the Czech Section of IBBY, the Suk Library for Children’s Literature and, of course, authors and publishers of children’s literature in the Czech Republic and abroad.  
Fantasy & SF
The programme for these highly popular genres – bigger this year than ever before – is largely the work of the magazines Pevnost and XB-1. It will include readings, exhibitions, discussions and a sales point for collected publishers. Once again, a special room in the Right Wing of the Palace of Industry has been assigned to events with a Fantasy/SF focus.      
The Photograph and the Book 

Photography publications make an important contribution to book culture by bringing together the visual arts and printing. This theme will provide opportunities to meet photographers and see exhibitions of books and photographs.  
For the fourth year antiquarian booksellers will be taking part in the fair. The highly successful Literary Mile, with its tens of thousands of books, will be repeated, and there will be a fascinating exhibition entitled ‘Book Covers, Bindings and Illustrations from the Works of Josef Čapek’. 
Das Buch presents the work of contemporary authors writing in German. Held at this year’s fair for the ninth time, the project is the result of cooperation among three organizations – the Goethe-Institut, the Austrian Cultural Forum in Prague and the Swiss Embassy in Prague. This year’s programme is targeted primarily at young readers.  

It has become traditional for the eve of the fair and literary festival to be marked by Literature Night, comprising readings from European literatures in translation. It is held by Czech Centre Prague in cooperation with cultural organizations involved in the EUNIC project. This year’s event will take place at a venue in the Prague 6 district on 13 May. 

Prizes awarded at the fair (a selection)
Jiri Theiner Award 

Book World Ltd. confers the Jiri Theiner Award on a living person or institution who by their or its work has made an important contribution to the dissemination and promotion of Czech literature abroad. Pavel Theiner, son of Jiri (George) Theiner and donor of the financial award, is a permanent, honorary member of the committee. The 2015 award will be conferred on Belarusian scholar of Czech Siarhei Smatrychenka. 
Readers’ Challenge – competition testing knowledge of the content of books: literary competition for sixth-year classes of primary schools. This year the number of classes entering its online preliminary round was up again, to 69 classes from across the Czech Republic. Pupils from Orlová, Šumperk, Třinec, Prague 4 and Prague 9 will compete in the final in Prague. 

Book World Ltd. as part of its Growing with the Book campaign for the promotion of book-reading

‘Starring the Book’ – a literary competition 
This competition received a total of 2,506 entries from pupils and students.
Book World Ltd. 
Jiří Orten Prize 

Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers
Booksellers’ Charts
Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers 

2015 Dictionary of the Year 
Union of Interpreters and Translators

‘Torture Rack’ Anti-award
Czech Literary Translators’ Guild

20th Prize of the Academy of SF, Fantasy and Horror 

Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror 
2014 Audiobook Awards Ceremony
Association of Audiobook Publishers, AUDIOTÉKA.CZ 

The Danube on the Vltava 3
Book World Ltd. in cooperation with Mosty Gesharim, o.z. and Anasoft litera
15th Book World in Film – 19 screenings (10 – 17 May) 

A programme of film screenings introducing works based on and inspired by works of world literature. This year’s screenings will take place as usual at the Atlas and Ponrepo cinemas, as well as at Institut Français and directly at the fair. 

12th Book World on the Stage – 37 theatre performances (10 April – 15 May) 

A programme of contemporary theatre from the repertoires of different companies, inspired by selected themes. This year the festival involves 19 theatres from across the Czech Republic.  

Statistics for BOOK WORLD PRAGUE 2015
Literary Festival

participants: 565 

total programmes: 477 
total exhibitions: 26 

film screenings : 19
theatre performances: 37
countries and regions active in the programme: 30 

Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, Chile, Congo, Croatia, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Slovakia, Serbia, South Korea, Syria, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America
Fair:

exhibitors: 393 

stands: 194 

surface area: 3,009 m2 
exhibiting countries and regions: 25 

Austria, Azerbaijan, Canada, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America
A total of 35 countries will be represented at the fair and festival. 
